A Colour Atlas of Head and Neck Anatomy R M H McMinn et al. pp 240 £18.00 London: Wolfe Medical 1981 This is an excellent atlas. The reproductions are of a very high standard. About the first third of the volume is devoted to the bones of the head and neck, articulated 'and disarticulated. On them the attachments and the parts are marked with numbers which have adjacent keys. Next to these are printed some essential anatomical facts, no more than are to be expected in an atlas. The remainder of the volume is devoted to the soft tissues of the head and neck, also with the structures numbered on the reproductions. This book is particularly recommended to those working for the primary FRCS and to surgeons when planning surgical approaches in this region.
LESLIE OLIVER

Consulting Neurosurgeon Charing Cross Hospital, London
Treatment of Burns J S Cason pp 339 £ 15 ' London: Chapman & Hall 1981 This book, based on 25 years of experience from the Bums Unit of the Birmingham Accident Hospital, obviously has a very sound foundation. It is a book of clarity, simple enough in parts for the medical student with an interest in bums, and complex enough in others to interest a specialist in charge of a burns unit. Over the middle range, the book is of value to all doctors involved in the treatment of bums.
The complex sequence of body changes precipitated by bums shock, and the ever increasing complexity of treatment, is covered in detail in some 50 pages of the book and does require careful study for full comprehension. Some of the tables and charts are not easy to understand, but one must bear with the author as the subject itself does not always lead to simple illustration. The reader must prepare himself for this, but will be rewarded by time spent. , The book gives an excellent guide to the differing methods of local treatment of the burnt surface and the rationale on which these are based, combined with the specific remedies for special bums. The first aid treatment, so important for the later course of the injury, is particularly well covered and worthy of careful study.
Finally, there is a series of very useful appendix tables to serve as a reference and guides, giving the book a useful place' in the bums unit itself. As a comprehensive study of the treatment of bums, the maximum detail is compressed into a most useful book of 339 pages.
IVOR BROOMHEAD
Consultant Plastic Surgeon
Guy's Hospital. London The second edition of this small manual is written for undergraduates in medicine, and postgraduates who may need to know the essentials of ophthalmology to enable them to provide a complete medical service in rural communities. This new edition is an indication of its previous value. The book covers a wide field of ophthalmology with precision and clarity. Emphasis is placed on the diagnosis and treatment of those diseases which are the major cause for visual loss in those areas of the Third World where blindness has reached epidemiological proportions. Basic considerations are dealt with together with the proper performance of an ocular examination. Disease of the external eye, and in particular trauma, the lens, glaucoma, and the retina and optic nerve are discussed and illustrated fully. There is a useful section on oncocerciasis and notes concerning leprosy of the eye. In addition to the essentials of diagnosis of strabismus and the management of trauma, there isa chapter by W R Burkitt on rural ophthalmology which details the setting up and management of mobile eye units. Practical detail is given on running clinics and the drugs and equipment which are required. The measures that can be taken in prevention of blindness in rural areas are discussed. A useful appendix by Dr J Taylor presents detailed information on the formulation of the various sterile eye drops which can be of importance in the management of the external ocular diseases which are so incapacitating in rural communities.
This valuable book provides a useful basis from which undergraduates can learn the principles of ophthalmology and from which the qualified doctor can gather information which will be helpful in the practice of medicine in rural areas.
D L EASTY
Consultant Bristol Eye Hospital
A Manual of Four-Handed Dentistry J Ellis 'Paul pp 156 US$42 Chicago: Quintessence 1980 This is the first edition of a book by an author already well known in the United Kingdom for his articles and courses on assisted dentistry.
The first chapter outlines the principles of assisted dentistry and the importance of correct seating of operator, patient and assistant. Further chapters deal with the techniques of aspiration and instrument exchange. The reverse palmthumb grasp of the aspirator is rightly condemned as straining the assistant's hand and arm. The importance of colour coding and a logical approach to instrument selection is stressed. The final chapters are devoted to assisting in various clinical procedures and to the training necessary for four-handed dentistry.
The book is well illustrated. It would perhaps have been an advantage to have shown a bur in the handpiece in Figure 89 , and the finger nails of the assistant in some of the plates are unacceptably long.
Reference should perhaps have been made to dental assisting with the few patients who, for various reasons, will not be placed horizontally, and the need for all operatories to be able to be worked single-handed on those occasions when one's DSA may be absent.
This book will be welcomed by all those interested in the practice of four-handed dentistry.
A R LEON
Senior Lecturer in Conservative Dentistry London Hospital Dental1nstitute
Alcoholism, Alcohol Abuse and Related Problems: Opportunities for Research L Aronow (ed) pp 204 £5.35 Washington, DC: National Academy Press 1980 This report aims at assessing 'the greatest opportunities for productive research [in the field of alcohol-related problems] in the near future'. In view of the tremendous damage to individuals and society, research in alcoholism and alcohol abuse seems 'disproportionately underfunded'. The study was conducted by a committee of eight members, and detailed reports were prepared by six panels who tried to identify a limited number of opportunities and recommendations for research. Among them were, for example, the elucidation of the metabolic pathways of alcohol, and the development of more appropriate animal models to assess metabolism, intoxication, tolerance, dependence and toxicity (Panel on Biochemical and Genetic Issues); the study of effects of alcohol on physical properties of the cell membrane, and the effects of alcohol administration on the action of all known transmitters (Panel on Neuropharmacological Issues); research into the epidemiology of alcohol use and its consequences, and into the natural history of alcohol related diseases, such as cirrhosis of the liver and pancreatitis (Panel on Clinical and Epidemiological Issues); research on consumption of alcoholic drinks and risk factors for alcohol use (Panel on Psychosocial Issues); early identification of risk factors, target.groups and target populations (Panel on Preventive Issues); well-controlled clinical trials using modern biostatistical approaches and assessing access to treatment and the factors contributing to the decision to enter care, were among recommendations of the Panel on Treatment Issues. This highly informative review carried out by some of the best known and most experienced American workers in this field presents a brief but excellent survey of much that is known and not known nowadays about alcohol-related problems.
M M GLATT
Honorary Consultant Psychiatrist University College Hospital, London
Genetic Aspects of Affective Illness J Mendlewicz & B Shopsin (ed) pp 112 £8.75 London: SP Medical 1980 This selection of papers does-not include a contribution from Denmark on adopted children, reflecting the lack of serious doubt about the genetic contribution to affective illness. The twin data are briefly reviewed. Mendlewicz provides a paper on schizoaffective psychosis. There are two papers on the children of affective patients. Claims are made for associations with some genetic markers and for linkages with other markers, but the difficulty in this area is to get results confirmed by other workers. A useful follow-up report by Angst points out the significant number of affective pro bands who become schizophrenic and of unipolar pro bands who become bipolar.
The breakthrough in the genetics of affective disorders has yet to come; at present the null hypothesis of multifactorial inheritance remains unscathed. The most promising thing about this colloquium is that it managed to attract authors from seven different centres in America and from five other countries (but none from the UK).
JOHN PRICE
Consultant Psychiatrist St John's Hospital. Stone, Bucks
History of Dentistry W Hoffmann-Axthelm pp 435 US$100 Chicago: Quintessence Books 1981 Formal qualifications and professional status were achieved only in the past century or so by dentistry, yet its history is virtually as long -and colourful -as that of medicine. Evidence of periodontal disease has been traced back at least 100 000 years in human remains, although caries were apparently rare until after the Middle Stone Age. Most dental disease in Ancient Egypt and contemporary societies was, however, the result of abrasion by coarse gritty food and edge-to-edge bite. The radical relief of toothache and, from at least 2500 BC, the use of dental prostheses were practised by a remarkably motley assortment of individuals ranging from specialist 'toothphysicians' at the Pharaoh's court, to Scythian
